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Computers translate long-distance chat

TOKYO (AP)-"Moshi-moshi,” said a Japanese re-

searcher, into a microphone.
Mm later, » computer in Pitteburgh gargied

the tranaiation: “Hello,"

Thus did people and computers in Japan, Cermany
and the United States begin a trans-oceanic chat yeserday,
the first international test of & system that transforms #po-
Xen words from one language into another without need of

interpretar, s
The $138 million computer has taken seven years {0
¥ m. It now understands about 1,500 words in J X
and German, said ressarchem at Kyoto't A

Telecommunications Research Institute.
Yesterday, Japanese researchers conversed for about
gtnuuémc: with colleagues at Carnegie Mellon Unlvermhyl in
urgh, then with electronics giant Siemens AgQ In Mu-
nich, Germany.
The sentences were first recognized and transisted by
s computer into written text, which was sent by modern
over a telephone iine. A voice synthesizer on the other end
tBen “spoke” the transiated words. _ .
a.guccess,” said Shigekd Sagmyama, heed of |

sphec %‘m"emnu for Advenced Telecommunications. "It

recognised and tranalated all of the conversation.”




